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All Power is 

Coming 
The All Power Seminar is an innova-
tive way to introduce the Bible to 
those living in a post-modern West-
ern culture. By using Biblical princi-
ples to show how to achieve the goal 
of having control over every area of 
life, people become open to hear 
what else the Bible says. Leo Schre-
ven is a very dynamic and popular 
speaker and when offered the oppor-
tunity to hear more from him, 30-50% 
will accept and come along to All 
Power Level 2. 
 
ADVERTISING Watch out for our 
billboards on Neilson St and at Ota-
huhu beside the northbound South-
ern motorway during the month of 
August. You will notice a change of 
signage on August 25 as we transi-
tion from All Power Level 1 to All 
Power Level 2. 
On August 11, almost 40,000 bro-
chures will be delivered into the Cen-
tral Leader distribution area, and if 
you receive the Central Leader, also 
look out for the newspaper ads on 
the front page starting Aug 13 and 
then also on page 3 starting Aug 15. 
If you want to sponsor one of those 
ads, either individually or as a group 
ï see details on the notice board or 
contact Nerida. 
 
CHILDREN The organisation of the 
crèche for 2-4 year olds is well un-
derway, as is the All Power for Kids 
program which will keep up to 80 5-
12 year olds busy with lessons, crafts 
and activities that teach the same 
principles that Leo is teaching in the 
main auditorium. Children will work in 
groups of 10 and we need 8 table  

leaders per 2½ hr session (6 ses-
sions). If you are willing to do this 
and havenôt already done so, 
please put your name on the roster 
on the notice board. If you are will-
ing to sponsor the Childrenôs Pro-
gram so we can purchase more 
crafts, especially for AP Level 2 ï 
see notice board or contact Nerida. 
 

TRADESHOW This will begin on 
Saturday evening and continue 
through Sunday. The highest level 
of sponsorship provides the oppor-
tunity to spend five minutes on 
stage promoting your product or 
business so we will see a range of 
businesses presented. The next 
level of sponsorship warrants a 
mention by Leo during his presen-
tations. 
The search for sponsors will con-
tinue until the day of the seminar ï 
there are almost 30 businesses 
currently signed up. So keep finding 
more sponsors and let Peter Miller 
or Nerida know as soon as you sign 
someone up. 
 
FOOD AND DRINKS will be on 
sale at the venue. We are able to 
pre-purchase meals that will be 
served for Sabbath ï both lunch 
and supper. Menu and prices avail-
able on the notice board ï take a 
price list and order form, complete 
it, put it in an envelope with your 
payment and leave it with Julie at 
the table in the foyer. Meal tickets 
can then be issued. 
 
TICKETS Those who are working 
in any area of the All Power Semi-
nar will have name badges for door  

entry. Those who are not working or 
using sponsored free tickets, are able 
to sign up for free tickets. So if you 
are planning to attend, please put 
your name on the Attendance sheet 
on the notice board sometime before 
Aug 15 so that tickets can be pre-
pared. 
 
PRAYER Zech 4:6 ñé Not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the LORD of hosts.ò Vital to the suc-
cess of this entire series is prayer, for 
with His Spirit, might and power fol-
low. Milca Mushambi is leading the 
Prayer Warrior team. All are welcome 
to all or any of the meetings sched-
uled: 
Wednesday evenings 7 ï 8 pm in the 
Conference Room 
Sabbath mornings 8.45 ï 9.20 am in 
the upstairs Youth Room 
Special seasons of prayer and fast-
ing will be announced in the bulletin 
closer to the time. 
Let us all be praying for the outpour-
ing of His Spirit on our community, on 
our church and in peopleôs hearts. 
Jesus promised ñHe that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit.ò So prepare your 
souls for this event, that you bear the 
fruits of the Spirit and that your invita-
tions to your friends will bear fruit. 
Make a list of three people who you 
will invite to the meetings and then 
pray for them every day, mention to 
them that there is an AP program 
coming and then later invite them. 
Brochures will be available in the 
foyer on August 9. (Bookings through 
iTICKET) 
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Church Family Updates  

Staying Connected & Celebrating 

our Fellowship  

PLEASE PRAY FOR... 

Mike Parrish  
Please pray for Godôs continuing 

intervention in the life of Mike, who 

has recently undergone surgery. 

Last week Mike was given the all-

clear at a medical check-up, and we 

praise and thank God for this. 

 

 

Barrie  Stephens  
Barrie is still recovering from major 

heart surgery and is also in need of 

our prayers and thoughts as a part of 

Godôs recovery programme for him. 

 

 

Please also pray for the millions of 

fellow human beings who are being 

deceived and led away from the path 

of truth into the darkness of despair 

and death.   

 

 

Think of the lost, the lonely, and the 

confused and bewildered.  Search for 

ways that we are able to invite them 

to step out of their darkness and into 

the light of our Saviour. 

 

 
Mike Bates  
Some of you will know Mike Batesð
he is Loose Cereal Process Manager 
for Sanitarium at Royal Oak, and a 
member of the Henderson Seventhï
day Adventist Church.  Mike has 
been fighting a battle with cancer for 
some time and has recently had a 
spell in hospital after suffering a 
setback in his recovery.   
 
Mike is a real gentleman and a great 
person to know and work with.  He is 
a true Christian and a wonderful 
ambassador for our Lord. 
 
Please include Mike in your prayers 
as one of the members of our wider 
Adventist family. 

The FAST Discipleship  

Programme 

Missing in Action 

Where is Mark Ryan? 
 
You may have noticed that the 
theme and style of this monthôs 
Connect is perhaps a little different.   
 
That is because Mark and his fam-
ily have been on the Gold Coast at 
a family reunion.   
 
Normal service will resume in Au-
gust.   
 
In the meantime it is hoped that the 
Ryan family have had a great time 
catching up with their extended 
whanau. 
 
Special thanks to Nerida for her 
contributions on All Power, FAST, 
and medical missionary training, 
and also to Nan and Julie  for their 
proof reading. 

ñAnd these words, which I command 
you this day, shall be in your heart: 
and you shall teach them diligently 
unto your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise up. 
And you shall bind them for a sign 
upon your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. and you 
shall write them upon the posts of 
your house, and on your gates.ò Deut 
6:6-9 
 
God takes His Word seriously. He 
commands that our lives should re-
volve around His Word and that our 
lives should be permeated by it. 
 
The FAST Discipleship Program is 
an excellent resource that achieves 
this. Developed by Danny Vis, a 
young man attending Weimar Col-
lege, California several years ago, it 
has spread around the world in a way 
he never dreamed. Thousands have 
been impacted by its biblical princi-
ples which are simple, practical and 
effective. 
 
While evangelism is a passion for 
Daniel and Nerida, they realise that 
not everyone shares their passion, 
yet God calls all  to go and make dis-
ciples. In scripture, discipleship hap-
pens in the framework of church 
membership, yet discipleship and 
nurture are not strong components of 
the SDA framework. So when they 
were introduced to this program in 
January, the McKibbens sensed that 
Godôs plan was for it to become part 
of ROCSDAôs evangelism strategy. 
They caught a vision of how it might 
be used to grow and empower new 
and existing members. For a new 
member, the process will include Bi-
ble Discovery class, followed by bap-
tism and then, having made a com-
mitment to Christ, the process of be-
ing discipled will take them through 
the FAST class and on into a high-
commitment Sabbath School class. 
Here the memory verse is memo-
rised every week and class members 
continue to hold each other account-
able, pray together, and exhort one 
another to maintain a commitment to 
spiritual excellence in all areas of the 
Christian life ï prayer, Bible study, 
obedience and witnessing. This is the 
model Christ used and then in the 
New Testament, Paul continued this 
model and the church exploded  

around the then-known world. 
 
FAST has various modules includ-
ing: 
Survival Kit ï a six-week course 
that establishes the principles and 
gives the tools for scripture memori-
sation. 
Basic Training ï an 11 week course 
that establishes the other disci-
plines of prayer, Bible study, time 
management and accountability, 
witnessing, mentoring, and living a 
life of purpose. 
Team Tactics ï an 11 week course 
on leadership development. 
 
ROCSDAôs first classes graduated 
from Survival Kit in May: Amosa 
Amosa, Mike Cheneka, Roger & 
Greta French, Victoria Haselden, 
Cheryl  Kr issansen,  Melody 
Mapepa, Elizabeth Miller, Milca 
Mushambi, Angelia Reynolds, 
Derek & Valerie Roux. Most of this 
class have gone on to do Basic 
Training and they will start their 
new SS class on August 2. 
 
If you want to be discipled through 
FAST, please leave your name with 
Julie at the table in the foyer for the 
new class starting in September. 

FAST (continued) 
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Special Talents Rising 
The members of Royal Oak church 
are people of many and varied tal-
ents, especially the younger gen-
eration.  Many of our youth are 
regular contributors not only to our 
services, but also to Sabbath 
school and other church activities. 
 
All church members must be famil-
iar with Lily playing her flute most 
Sabbath mornings, and on occa-
sion some have seen and heard 
her talents on the piano.  We have 
also seen Lilyôs young sister Dahlia, 
as she grew from a toddler into a 
young girl.  Now we see that she 
too is a talented musician in the 
making. 

Dahlia was accompanied by big 
sister Lily on piano.  I must admit I 
was caught quite by surprise and 
was totally impressed by such skill 
and talent in one so young, and 
right out of the blue.  Well done 
Dahlia and Lily. 

We were again treated to the delight 
of Claire Buckingham entertaining 
and teaching the children at chil-
drenôs story time.  In a manner and 
with skills and confidence Claire has 
shown us all that we can contribute 
to the worship of God regardless of 
our age. 
 
Well done Claire.  I hope that you will 
continue to grow in Jesus and in your 
contribution to our divine service and 
to our church. 

Are We Praying for the 
Right Things?  

Childrenôs Story Time 
The New Zealand Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church has deemed that Au-
gust the 2

nd 
will be committed to 

prayer, asking Godôs help in the face 
of òrising costs of fuel prices, mort-
gages and rent in the country.ò  Hav-
ing listened to Helen Eager of Asian 
Aid recently and seen the pictures of 
people whose life choices are so 
much more restricted than ours, I 
cannot but wonder if we as a Church, 
as a nation, and as individuals have 
got our priorities all wrong. 
 
Many of our difficulties today are 
through our own wrong choices.  
Many lives do not even have to face 
the difficult  decisions we have; like 
getting a newer, bigger, flasher 
house in a better area; getting a bet-
ter, bigger, newer car than the 
neighbours; getting the latest gizmo 
that we in our affluent society have 
come to accept as the norm, the ne-
cessities  rather  than the luxuries 
that they are.  How many of us re-
place household electronics or appli-
ances, not because the old one has 
worn out, but simply because there is 
something new.  How many of us 
totally commit our incomes during the 
times of  plenty so that when things 
get a little harder we cannot cope?  
Whatever happened to putting some-
thing away for a rainy day?  Did God 
not instruct us to put aside for future 
needs? 
 
Let us pray for those whose deci-
sions are such things as ñDo I feed 
myself or my child today?ò or  ñDo I 
walk in the blazing, tropical sun to the 
next water hole in the hope that it is 
not dry or shall I simply lie here in 
what little shade there is and await 
my end?ò   
 
We are surrounded by choice in our 
lives, sometimes to the point that it 
overwhelms us, but we do have 
those choices and it is up to us to 
make them with wisdom and not 
tainted with greed and self indul-
gence, and then practise self pity 
when life gets a little tough. 
 
What will you be praying for on Au-
gust the 2

nd
?  For those whose life 

choices are simple, basic and far 
more important than anything we can 
imagine, or for help for ourselves 
arising as a result of our own poor 
choices? 

Letôs get real!! 

Here we have two very young ladies 
who are stepping up in the service of 
our Lord.  They are not letting obsta-
cles get in their way. 
 
Remember everyone has something 
to contribute. All that is needed is the 
faith to step forward. 
 
Dahlia and Claire have stepped for-
ward in faith and have been blessed. 
 

Just look at the concentration on 

Dahliaôs face as she performs for God 

and the Royal Oak church members 

The children gather round Claire and 

listen intently as she tells her story 

Lily on the piano accompanying her 

Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Austra-

lia, has this week, against the advice of 

his own foreign affairs department ap-

pointed Australiaôs first ambassador to 

the Vatican. 

ñand all the world wondered after the 

beast.ò  Revelations 13:3 

SSTOPTOP  PPRESSRESS!!!!!!!!!!   
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The Quiet Workers 

Every week on Sabbath we are met 
at church by friendly smiles, warm 
handshakes, and kind, welcoming 
words.  We are made welcome at our 
place of worship by the team of 
greeters.  They  give us our copy of 
the bulletin and make sure we have 
our weekly Record and our monthly 
Connect magazines, as well as our  
tithe/offering envelope.  They are 
also there at the end of the service to 
see us on our way, once again with 
smiles and kind words of farewell.  All 
this regardless of the weather. 

Another part of our greeting team are 
those members who organise the 
name tags and ensure that not only 
the regulars get their tags, but that 
visitors are also provided with one 
and are made to feel that they are a 
special part of our church family. 
Once again everyone receives a 
warm welcome to Royal Oak church.  

Our greeting team are first to get 
there and often last to leave, always 
ready to offer help to those who need 
it and to make all feel  a part of Royal 
Oak. 
 
Well done and thanks to Julie and 
your team. 

Carol, greeting all alone on a cold , win-

terôs morning. 

Julie sorting through the sheets of hand- 

written names. 

Leo tells you his story as part of his 
presentation and itôs an amazing 
story in itself.  I will leave that up to 
him to tell, however, I will give a brief 
rundown on what he does. 
 
Leo is an in-demand corporate, moti-
vational speaker, whose clients in-
clude the likes of Mercedes-Benz 
and BMW.  He is also an ordained 
Seventh-day Adventist Pastor and 
hence his All Power seminars are 
based on solid Biblical wisdom, prin-
ciples and truths.  He travels exten-
sively, on average spending 320 
days per year on the road.  His semi-
nars are invariably sold out with peo-
ple queuing for hours to pay the 
$US249 to hear him speak. 
 
His style is unique, having been de-
scribed as dynamic.  I feel that this 
description does not do him justice.  
He has also been described as a 
ómachine gun speakerô, and that is 
more appropriate; he talks fast and 
furious with a mixture of brilliant hu-
mour  and a more serious, in-depth 
look at life.  He can cover in an hour 
subject matter that will take other 
more conventional speakers four 
hours or more.  But it won't take long 
for your mind to catch up to him. 
 
Leo presents insights to the mastery 
of life  with a unique and exciting 
style that will change your life for-
ever.  Do not miss this opportunity to 
be a part of something special in your 
life and that of Royal Oak Seventh-
day Adventist Church 

Who is Leo 
Schreven?  

 
When Jesus commissioned the 12 
disciples in Luke 9:2 ñHe sent them 
to preach the kingdom of God, and 
to heal the sick.ò Jesus Himself 
spent more time healing than 
preaching. Our early pioneers were 
leaders in the healthcare industry 
and our flagship, Sanitarium Health 
Food Company, is one of the most 
popular and trusted businesses in 
Australasia. Yet at a local church or 
individual level we are not active in 
the area of healing. 
 
At ROCSDA, however, that is all 
about to change! We now have a 
team of over 30 people training to 
become proficient in using simple 
remedies that are popular around 
the world and practised by alterna-
tive practitioners. Modalities such 
as massage, chair massage, hydro-
therapy and charcoal have been 
taught and training is ongoing. 
 
Already patients are coming to the 
church and receiving treatments by 
our students under Danielôs close 
supervision. Soon we will advertise 
on the soon-to-be erected ñChoose 
Lifeò sign that the NNZC Health 
Department has sponsored, and in 
the local media. 
 
Our health ministry will be multi-
faceted including the Sit and Be Fit 
program run by Irene Marsters, 
along with the clinic for pain and 
injuries, a Quit Now program and 
other health seminars. All these 
programs will be self-funding while 
providing an effective tool to reach 
people. 
 
ñChrist's method alone will give true 
success in reaching the people. 
The Saviour mingled with men as 
one who desired their good. He 
showed His sympathy for them, 
ministered to their needs, and won 
their confidence. Then He bade 
them, óFollow Meôò.  MH 143. 
 
May our outreach into our commu-
nity be blessed with true success in 
reaching the people.  

Medical 

Missionary  

Training  
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Changes to the New Zealand Tax Laws with 

Regard to Charitable Donations Rebates 

 
The government official was gob-
smacked.  ñYou haven't done any 
measurements and you have come 
up with a price that is three times that 
of the others.  How can you justify 
that? 
 
The contractor again spoke quietly to 
the official, ñ$10,000 for you, $10,000 
for me and we subcontract the job to 
the bloke from Porirua for $7,000.ò 
 
He got the contract!! 
 
 

So claim the tax from all  your  
tithes and offerings. 
 
You can put it to far better pur-
poses than the government 
can or will. 
 
If you wish you can return it as 
a further offering either to the 
church or to a targeted charity 
such as ADRA. 
 
Donôt let the government waste 
that which God can and will put 
to good use in His name. 

Ever wondered 
where your tax 
money actually 

goes?  

Recently a section of fence at a 
government ministerôs state owned 
residence in Wellington needed 
replacing.  Advertisements were 
placed in the Dominion Post news-
paper asking for registrations of 
interest.  In due course three fenc-
ing contractors meet with a civil 
servant at the site. 
 
The first contractor, from Wainuio-
mata, took out his tape and  made 
a few measurements.  He then got 
out his cell phone, made a couple 
of calls and finally punched some 
numbers into his pocket calculator.  
He then said to the civil servant, ñI 
can do this job for $9000; $4000 for 
materials, $4000 for labour, and 
$1000 for me.ò 
 
The second contractor, who hailed 
from Porirua, stepped forward and 
went through  a similar process to 
the first contactor.  He measured, 
he phoned, and he calculated.  
Then he too turned to the civil ser-
vant and said, ñI can do this job for 
$7000; $3000 for materials, $3000 
for labour, and $1000 for me.ò 

Finally the last  contractor, who lived 
in Khandallah, and was dressed in a  
suit, stepped forward.  He went 
straight up to the civil servant and 
took him aside, out of hearing range 
of the other two contractors.  He said 
to the civil servant, ñThis job will cost 
$27,000. 

The Tax Law has Changed  
 
As of the 1st of April this year  all do-
nations to approved charities are no 
longer capped to the limit of $1890 
gross or a rebate of $630. 
 
In a rare move the government has 
allowed us to regain some our hard 
earned money.    Don't neglect to 
take advantage of this unique offer. 
 
There must be some catches, I hear 
you say.  There are, although the 
state prefers the term limitations. 
 
The charity must be approved by the 
stateðscary stuff. 
 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church 
has a blanket approval from the gov-
ernment.  This means that each indi-
vidual church does not need to apply 
for approval, the Conference have 
done all that. 
 
The other biggie is that your rebate 
claim is limited to one third of your 
gross income.  So what does this 
mean?  
 
It simply means that  you cannot 
claim a rebate that would allow to 
you to receive more than you have 
actually paid in tax.  So if you paid 
$10,000 in tax, but as well as your 
normal income received a $100,000 
inheritance, of which you donated 
$50,000 you would not be able to 
claim the full $50,000 because the 
rebate of one third ($16,500) would 
exceed the $10,000 that you have 
paid in tax. 
 
They would probably waste it any-
way. 

The Lord will 

never give you 

more than you 

can handle  
Do not feel at all guilty about claiming 
back what was actually yours in the 
first place.  You are not getting a re-
bate from GodðIôm sure that he 
wants you to have this moneyðyou 
are getting it from the government 
 
 
If you are still not convinced read the 
story below. 
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Guests at Royal Oak this Month 
Over the last month we at Royal Oak 
have been blessed with a wonderful 
array of guests who have delighted 
and enlightened us with their 
thoughts on a variety of topics. 
 
The first of these guests was Dr. 
Barry Gane, who is the Director of 
Leadership and Professional Devel-
opment for the South Pacific Region.  
Born and raised in Australia, he has 
travelled extensively, including 11 
years in England and 7 years at An-
drews University.  He spent 13 years 
as Youth Director for the South Pa-
cific.  Currently lives at Lake Mac-
quarie, and enjoys woodturning as a 
hobby. 
 
Dr. Ganeôs sermon was about for-
giveness and he described how 
when things go wrong we blame eve-
ryone else, when we actually need to 
own our own behaviour.  Many peo-
ple donôt really feel like sinners ócos 
sin is things like rape and murder, not 
the small stuff.  We lead respectable 
lives. 

Dr. Barry Gane in a pensive moment 

The key five areas where we have 
trouble are: we miss the targetð
nothing wrong, we just donôt get 
there; we step over the line between 
right and wrongða deliberate action; 
we drift or slide over the same lineð
an action of neglecting to stop; we 
know what is right and deliberately 
do wrong; and failure to give what is 
owed. 
 
In Matthew 6:12 Jesus told us about 
forgiveness.  He stated quite clearly 
that forgiveness is a two-way action.  
We cannot expect forgiveness if we 
do not ourselves freely forgive. 
 
Dr. Gane told us that only forgive-
ness can heal.  And it is a healing of 
ourselves as the person that we donôt 
forgive is usually unaware that they  

are the object of our anger.  We are 
the ones who suffer.  Healing 
comes when forgiveness is given.  
After all, how can we expect God to 
forgive our major sins against Him 
when we refuse to forgive the minor 
sins of others against us? 
 
A truly moving sermon.  Thank you 
Dr. Gane. 

Asian Aid  
Every now and again inserted into 
the weekly Record magazine is a 
brochure from Asian Aid which 
some of us no doubt read and 
some of us donôt, but how many 
actually take it in! 
 
Helen Eager , from Asian Aid gave 
us a very different sort of sermon 
one Sabbath.   
 
She did, however, start by taking 
the childrenôs story, before moving  
onto the sermon proper. 

This was not your usual sermon, 
but one with a very clear message 
of poverty, suffering and manôs in-
humanity to man in a world of 
plenty.  The presentation was 
largely visual by way of  a series of 
graphic photos accompanied by 
background explanations of each 
one. 

Many of these orphans are not or-
phans in our usual understanding of 
the word.  Due to disability or poverty 
their  families are simply unable or 
unwilling to care for them.  Some of 
the orphanages that the children end 
up in actually refuse to allow medical 
intervention as they would then lose 
their funding for that child.  Simple 
eye surgery to restore sight is not 
given. 

Helen Eager delivering the childrenôs 

story 

Blind orphans lined up ready to lead 

each other at meal time 

This young boy has a growth on his face 

that could have been easily removed at 

an early stage, but his family believe that 

he is a reincarnation of the elephant god 

and refused to allow surgery. 

In Nepal women are near the bottom 
of the human value chainðonly girl 
children are lower and they are 
treated as virtual slave labour with 
girls as young as five or six being 
married off.  Child bearing starts 
early and because the women are 
treated as beasts of burden post par-
tum uterine prolapse is a massive 
problem.  Asian Aid sponsors free 
corrective surgery for these women 
in an effort to make their lives just a 
little more bearable. 

Nepalese óbeast of burdenô 

This was an extremely sobering and 
thought-provoking sermon that really 
makes our óproblemsô pale into insig-
nificance.  Please pray for Asian Aid 
and the work they do.  Also pray for 
the children and women of Nepal and 
India who really need Jesusô inter-
vention in their lives. 


